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				[image: ]New Book Available to Order: The Many Lives of the First Emperor of China
The culmination of eighteen years of study, this book is neither a standard biography of the First Emperor nor a dynastic history of Qin. Rather, it looks historically at interpretations of the First Emperor in history, literature, archaeology, and popular culture as a way to understand the interpreters as much as the subject of their […]


	[image: ]New Lecture Uploaded: “Burning the Books and Killing the Scholars: Representing the Atrocities of the First Emperor of Qin”
This lecture is a preview of another chapter out of my upcoming book, The Many Lives of the First Emperor of China (University of Washington Press). .Click HERE for the lecture page for this and other lectures.


	[image: ]New Lecture Uploaded “Visions of Immortality and Paradise in Ancient China and Egypt”
This lecture was given at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art in 2018.  It previews what would become the final chapter of my book Ancient Egypt and Early China: State, Society, and Culture. The talk introduces the concept of the multi-component soul in each civilization and the representations of a paradisiacal realm where part of that soul […]


	[image: ]New Lecture Uploaded “Regionalism in Han Lacquer Painting”
In this talk, I look at the regional styles in both decorative and figural lacquer painting during the Han period, and explore whether contemporary artists and patrons were consciously aware of these distinctions and how they labeled and navigated these different styles. Click HERE for the lecture page for this and other lectures.


	[image: ]New Lecture Uploaded “Eurasian Currents of Transmission and Adaptation”
This lecture explores the preliminary results of one of my new projects that will look at patterns of diffusion and adaptation of objects, images, and technologies over the long course of four millennia of Eurasian prehistory and history. This talk looks specifically at the glass eye-bead, Chinese figured silks, Roman silver plate, and the Ionic […]


	[image: ]New Lecture Uploaded, “Imagining the Tomb of the First Emperor of China”
This lecture was given in Montreal in 2017 and previews the final chapter of my forthcoming book, The Many Lives of the First Emperor of China (University of Washington Press, 2022).  The talk looks at different imaginings of what might be held in the First Emperor’s unexcavated tomb, by historians, poets, artists, archaeologists, and movie and video […]


	[image: ]Professor Barbieri Awarded NEH Fellowship
I was just awarded a full-year fellowship from the NEH to work on the first complete English translation of the Discourses on Salt and Iron (Yantielun 鹽鐵論), one of the most important classical texts to survive from the 1st century BCE in Han dynasty China. The Discourses on Salt and Iron is a work in sixty chapters, only twenty-eight of which […]


	[image: ]Professor Barbieri interviewed by Faculti about his new book on Egypt and China
This nine minute video interview by the site Faculti, from fall of 2021, explores Professor Barbieri’s newly published comparative study of Ancient Egypt and Early China. https://faculti.net/ancient-egypt-and-early-china-state-society-and-culture/


	[image: ]New Book Available for Order
The culmination of seven years work, the book Ancient Egypt and Early China: State, Society, and Culture, is the first book-length study to give a detailed comparison of aspects of these two ancient civilizations. Click below to purchase. HERE
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		[image: ]Welcome to the personal research website of Anthony Barbieri (李安敦), [pen name: Anthony Barbieri-Low], Professor of Early Chinese History at the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Trained at Harvard (M.A., 1997) in East Asian Studies  and Princeton (Ph.D. 2001 in Chinese Art and Archaeology, I have wide-ranging interests in many aspects of Early China, including technology, organization of production, labor history, gender and social relations, legal process, visual and material culture, and state formation. I also conduct research in Egyptology as a comparative field with early China. I teach undergraduate courses in East Asian civilization, world history, and early Chinese history, and graduate courses in specialized topics related to ancient China and Egypt. Please explore the menus above and recents posts below to learn more about my research and teaching!

I am accepting PhD applications for fall of 2024.
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